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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS 

No scheduled meetings this month. 

See page 3 for planned apiary dates and mark them in your diaries now.  

 

Please update your BeeBase details for the National Beehive Count by 12th February  

(see page 11) 

 

EVENTS 2016 

Tuesday 23rd February, 7:30pm - Presentation by Peter Higgs (See page 2) 

Saturday 27th February - West Sussex Annual Convention (See page 7) 

Saturday 5th March - Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day (See page 6) 

Tuesday 22nd March, 7:30pm - AGM and Bee Quiz (See page 2) 

Saturday 23rd April - West Sussex Bee Market & Auction (See page 12) 

8th, 9th, 10th April - BBKA Spring Convention 

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

FEBRUARY 2016 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  
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Honey Bee Removal  

 

The second of our 2016 Winter Meetings has been scheduled for Tuesday 23rd February 2016.  

The venue will be Loxwood North Hall, with a prompt start at 7:30pm (please ensure you are 

seated 10 minutes prior to the start time). 

 

Peter Higgs, BeeGone http://www.beegone.co.uk ,will give a presentation entitled Honey Bee Re-

moval.  

 

Peter Higgs is supported by The Princes Trust and was winner of the RBS Award in 2013.  Peter’s 

company specialises in the removal of honey bees from difficult areas within buildings.   

 

He will be talking about non-lethal removal of honey bees from structures, what you can and can’t 

do, legislation in relation to bees, and the dangers to be considered.  These can include bee stings, 

working at heights, asbestos and other dangerous building fabrics. 

 

Peter has given talks to many beekeeping associations and this will no doubt be a fascinating eve-

ning. 

 

AGM followed by a Bee Quiz 

 

The AGM will be held on  Tuesday 22nd March 2016.  The venue will be the Loxwood North Hall, 

with a prompt start at 7:30pm (please ensure you are seated 10 minutes prior to the start time). 

 

 

The agenda and associated information will be issued with the March edition of this newsletter. 

 

 

The BBKA Examinations Board has produced its report for 2015.  

 

For news about the successes from last year, or to check on dates for the 2016 

assessments and examinations, you can access the report on the West Sussex 

Beekeepers’ website (www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/newsletters.html). 

 

The report also contains details of the syllabus and procedural changes to the Basic Assessment, 

General, and Advanced Husbandry Certificates.  So if you are considering taking any of these 

practical exams this year take a look at the report. 
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The following apiary meeting dates have been scheduled for 2015.  Please continue to check email 

regularly for any amendments and ad-hoc meetings. 

 

The frequency of scheduled apiary meetings has been changed for the coming season.  In previous 

years the holding of meetings every 11 days meant members often missed out on seeing certain 

aspects of beekeeping, as it was necessary to take action between meetings.   

 

Regular meetings will now be held on Saturdays only, on a weekly basis.  This is to facilitate 

seven-day inspections of colonies; enabling members to see the outcome of manipulations under-

taken the previous week, as well as being able to follow the entire process of swarm prevention 

methods.   

 

It is also hoped the change to weekly meetings will not only provide a better learning experience 

but will enable members to attend more meetings; as in previous years if you missed two consecu-

tive Saturday meetings and were unable to attend the Wednesday evenings, it meant you possibly 

had a nine week gap between attendance.  You will not be expected to attend every apiary meeting 

but please feel free to attend as many of the Saturday gatherings as you are able. 

 

 

 

 

Safety at the Teaching Apiary 

 

We take our ‘Duty of Care’ responsibilities seriously.   Members and visitors are advised that 

natural hazards are present at the apiary, as you would expect in any natural location.   It is the re-

sponsibility of all attendees to take all reasonable precautions to ensure the wellbeing of them-

selves and those in their charge.   Head protection should be worn when close to the bees.  Any 

accidents and injuries should be notified to the Demonstrator in charge of their group.   

 

Children should remain within eyesight.  Parents and Guardians are advised that it is their respon-

sibility to supervise and monitor any child in their care at all times while in the apiary or within its 

vicinity. 

 
 

WGBKA Executive Committee 
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For those of you who have had doubts about the value of honey as a 

healthy food, scientists have come up with the answer.  It is accessible 

here http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1750-

3841.2008.00966.x/epdf . 

 

This link was posted on the BBKA Discussion Forum a couple of 

weeks ago and resulted in some debate.  The paper may be more easily 

understood by those with a more scientific ability than me, but there is 

a lot of information there that tells the rest of us there is quite a bit 

more to hive products than we might have previously thought.  I suspect everyone will get some-

thing out of it, so have a bit of a read and see for yourself. 

 

This is one of the benefits of occasionally looking online for beekeeping information, although, as 

ever, you need to be a little careful of the quality of some of it.  The better informed beekeeper 

should be able to filter out the good from the bad. 

 

On the subject of online information, I don't get involved in social media at all.  I took a stab at it, 

but found there was a constant stream of twaddle, with "advice" being given by people who were 

clearly very inexperienced.  My attention is often brought to some of this stuff and I regularly get 

sent copies of posts.  I can see why some of these people use "internet names"!  

 

Still on the subject of looking online, I came across a tool for cleaning plastic queen cell cups of 

the type I use for raising queens.  I have found that bees seem to prefer to build queen cells on 

them if they haven't been completely cleaned, so for some time I have simply removed the residual 

royal jelly with a piece of wood or metal, then grafted in fresh larvae.  These tools I came across 

are used by commercial producers of royal jelly, so if they are good enough for them, they are 

good enough for me.  I parted company with the cost of a couple of packets of Nell's biscuits on 

eBay and when everything was done and dusted they suggested some other products, "to comple-

ment your purchase", or whatever words they use.  Bearing in mind the tool was sourced in China 

and for beekeeping purposes, suggestions included:- 

 A sticker "Your Dog Could Be Shot If Found Amongst The Herd". 

 100 woven vegetable sacks. 

 Used metal double farm gates described as "being in generally good condition except one 

has rust in lower rail".  Buyer collects.  The starting price was 99p. 

 Used calf dehorner. 

 1kg bag flowers of sulphur. 

 Replacement hose for a vacuum cleaner. 

 

As I had made a beekeeping purchase, I was a little surprised for it to be suggested that I might be 

interested in the other items.  Perhaps eBay thought I was a farmer or smallholder.  I might have 

found a use for some of them, but I wasn't sure about the last one.  I didn't know if it might be use-

ful or not, so I went online to find out what a vacuum cleaner was and I was amazed to find these 

things existed.  What could anyone possibly need one of them for and why would anyone need a 

replacement hose? 

 

I keep telling you that beekeeping is fun, but this is taking it to a much higher level. 

 

Nell and friend 
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The food consumption of a colony will increase in line with brood rearing as we progress further 

into spring.  Stored food will be depleted until the natural forage intake is more than the amount 

needed for maintenance.  Brood is very hungry with, in round terms, a cell of food needed to pro-

duce a cell of brood.  For the beginner, the change in fortunes in the spring can be quite amazing, 

with the real problem being that two consecutive years are very often not the same, a point I will 

revisit later.  

 

I haven't got room to explain here what happens in a natural colony, but I need to mention that 

keeping bees in a hive forces them to react in a different way than they would naturally; where 

they have plenty of nest space they manage to suit conditions, but we tend to add space as we think 

fit, very often too late.  

 

Two or three weeks of poor flying weather in the spring can see what was a prosperous colony be-

come very short of food, with starvation being a possibility.  This is a pity as you have lost a col-

ony plus all the food you gave it in the autumn.  Spring gives the bees a number of high yielding 

sources, with flowering trees being an important part.  A few days of warm weather can make a 

huge difference to a colony, with pollen and nectar being packed around the brood if there is not 

enough super room provided.  Unless we can manage the situation by rearranging combs, bees are 

very reluctant to move stores of any kind, so the queens get crowded out.  This prevents the colony 

growing and is likely to create swarming problems later. 

 

For some strange reason modern beekeeping teaching, though not at Wisborough Green, is feed, 

feed, feed and feed again, whether bees need it or not.  This very often does more harm than good, 

queen crowding being one problem, with some of the colonies I have seen having nowhere for the 

queens to lay.  I get around the country quite a bit and I am amazed to see far more feeders on 

colonies than I once did and very often in good weather too.  Beekeepers only feed their colonies 

in a nectar flow because they are told to, rather than assessing for themselves if it is needed. 

 

There is only any point feeding bees if they need it.  I know it can be argued that a beginner may 

not know if they need it or not, so it is better to be safe, but in general if a full colony has the 

equivalent of one full frame of sealed stores it will be O.K. for a week or so.  The reason we have 

a teaching apiary is to show members these things. 

 

Don't be frightened to give weekly inspections from mid February onwards.  If the weather is 

warm, the bees are flying and bringing in pollen, you can give a brief inspection.  If not, just 

quickly remove the crown board and have a look down between the frames.  If there is a reason-

able amount of sealed food, then the colony will be O.K. for another week.  Heft as well, so you 

can gauge how much food they have by their weight. 

 

Don't be put off by the often quoted temperatures at which you shouldn't open bees.  I was recently 

told by a beekeeper from another BKA they had a speaker tell them bees start clustering at 18°C!  

The experienced beekeepers will know this is incorrect, but beginners might not, so they tell some-

one else, who tells someone else, etc......... . 

 

I know opening colonies this early will be frowned upon by some, but I am a great believer in 

learning from what bees are telling us.  When you have gained enough experience you can leave 

longer between inspections in the spring. 

 

One of the most important parts of beekeeping is observing bees.  The best teachers don't have two 

legs; they have six legs and four wings.  Bees are telling you things all the time, but beekeepers 

need to interpret what is seen.  I know I keep wittering on about what I see as a “Beekeeping by 

numbers" approach, but colonies and seasons vary immensely and it is rather difficult to give  



Page 6 

6  

general advice that suits a particular situation.  The important thing is to learn the "basics", so they 

can be applied at the hive. 

 

If bees need feeding, then do so.  If you have other colonies with a lot of food, then transfer a 

frame or two, but place it next to the bees, so they can use it.  If not, then use fondant until well 

into March, when bees have usually broken cluster enough to take syrup.  If you feed in the spring 

you generally need to keep it going until there is sufficient natural income, but don't over do it.  

Keep looking inside to see what is happening.  Feeding and hoping is not a good idea. 

 
 

Roger 

Our annual Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day will take place at Pulborough Village Hall on Satur-

day 5th March 2016.   

 

The one day course is designed to provide information to beginners as well as those wishing to 

improve their beekeeping.  The presentations will be by very experienced Wisborough Green bee-

keepers with other members available during break times to provide advice and information. 

 

Included in the ticket price are teas and coffees, a buffet lunch, and the all important information 

booklet.  Many of us still refer to our copies of the booklet even though it is several years since we 

attended the Beginners’ Day as potential beekeepers. 

 

Further information and Booking Form can be found on the Wisborough Green BKA website 

www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html 

 

 

As detailed in the South East Annual Report 2015 (see last month’s newsletter), a 

new Regional Bee Inspector has been appointed for the South East.  

 

Diane Steele has replaced Julian Parker, who moved to Southern Region on 4th 

January.  Many of our members know Diane from her role as our Seasonal Bee 

Inspector.  Diane’s contact details are below. 

 

Phone: 07775 119452  Email: diane.steele@apha.gsi.gov.uk  

 

 

One Alibaba basket, can be made into two skeps.  If interested please contact our member: 

anita.moseley@btinternet.com  Tel: 01798 813779. 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html
mailto:anita.moseley@btinternet.com
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Not to be missed!  Tickets are selling fast!. 

West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention 

Saturday 27th February 2016, 9.30am – 4.30 pm  

Lodge Hill, Pulborough. 

 

This is your final reminder to book a place at the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Spring Convention on 

Saturday 27th February.  Details and the Booking form were included with the January Newsletter 

and are also available on the WSBKA website (www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention).   

 

The Convention has again attracted an impressive group of speakers covering a wide range of top-

ics throughout the day.  The main lectures will be presented by the renowned Celia Davis, Peter 

Sutcliffe and Norman Carreck. 

 

There is something for everyone, beginner to expert.  Apart from the three main lectures, you can 

choose to attend two out of the six seminars; and in between times it is a great opportunity to catch 

up with beekeeping colleagues.  

 

There will be the opportunity to stock up on beekeeping equipment and reading matter from 

Paynes Southdown Bee Farms, so don’t forget your shopping list! 

 

West Sussex Beekeepers can purchase tickets at a special price of £20 per person.  For members of 

other associations, or non-members, the price is £25.  Tickets on the day, if space allows, will be 

£25.  Lunch is included. 

 

Book now to ensure you get a place and can attend your preferred seminars. 

 

Contact: Gordon Allan on 01798 343470 or email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com  Check the de-

tails on the website. 

 

 

Tea will be served at apiary meetings only if we have enough volunteers.  So make a note of the 

apiary dates and send your email to Jeremy offering to take a turn at the apiary teas. 

Jeremy.Windwood@Tesco.Net . 

 

Biscuits are supplied and cake baking is optional, so if baking is not on your list 

of hobbies you can still take your turn on tea duty, without worrying about cake 

recipes!  

 

WGBKA 

mailto:Jeremy.Windwood@Tesco.Net
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

At the time I wrote my article for last month’s newsletter I had not yet applied the winter treatment 

of Oxalic Acid.  I finally managed to do this on Saturday 16th January (two weeks later than last 

year).  The week had been cooler than of late and on the day the temperature gauge was reading 

4oc, ideal conditions.  Let’s hope the treatment has been effective. 

 

I believe there is no beginning and end to the beekeeping season; it is perpetual as far as the bees 

are concerned.  The beekeeper thinks in terms of a 12 month calendar.  The bees instinctively do 

what they need to do to survive; regardless of what date the beekeeper’s calendar may show.  For 

the bees it is a continual process, they do not take a holiday at any time!  As a beekeeper my sea-

son needs to be perpetual too.  I can divide my tasks between the calendar years, and refer to the 

busy months as ‘the season’, but if I am to work with the bees in accordance with their needs, then 

my beekeeping season is continuous, with quiet times and busy times.  

 

This time last year I reviewed my beekeeping for 2014.  Now I will attempt a review of my last 

beekeeping year (not season), so this will cover the 12 months of 2015.  Regular readers will have 

followed the ups and downs within the apiary in my monthly articles, but it doesn’t do any harm to 

re-cap what has happened during the year;  reviewing the failures as well as the successes (we all 

hope for the latter!) and take time to plan how we can improve our beekeeping during the next 12 

months.  

 

I took four hives into the winter of 2014/2015.  The warm weather of 2014 extended well into the 

November, (this seems to be a recurring theme), with plenty of late foraging for the bees.  As a 

result, three out of the four colonies over-wintered on ‘brood and a half’.  The fourth hive placed 

all stores in the brood chamber, and so the super was removed.  There was no need to undertake 

the customary winter feeding.  Of the four queens, three were from 2014 and one from 2013.  

Would they still be there in 2015? 

 

All four colonies survived the winter and I undertook the first inspections of 2015 on 10th April 

(nine days later than the first inspection in 2014).  All had laying queens and were strong colonies.  

So now I had a problem as the owner of the land wanted me to reduce the number of hives in the 

apiary to three.  I considered there was little point in uniting two strong colonies, as I would only 

have to split them again within a few weeks to prevent swarming.  One colony had to go.  I chose 

‘Hawthon’ as this hive stood on it’s own within the apiary and was causing an issue with the land-

owner’s gardener.  

 

The auction was later that month but I would have to get the bee inspector to check them first, 

tricky with poor weather and being at work all day.  I made some enquiries and found a local bee-

keeper looking for an additional colony.  The colony would have a new home.  I explained to the 

bees that they were to have a new master (bee folklore states that you must tell the bees or they 

will abscond) and waived goodbye to them on 23rd April.  So I was now down to the required 

three hives, but not for long........ . 

 

The two colonies with 2014 queens, ‘Buttercup’ and ‘Sweetpea’ raised queen cells in early and 

mid May; as swarm prevention the queens were removed to create two nucs.  The third colony 

with the 2013 queen, ‘Cowslip’, also raised queen cells.  Unfortunately I managed to accidently 
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kill the queen when attempting to transfer her to a nuc.  Third nuc box now not required!  Shame, 

as she was my oldest queen and I wanted to see how many seasons she would last (so many bee-

keepers report queens not making it past the first season  - ask Roger, he knows lots of examples).  

 

Unseasonal weather conditions meant the majority of beekeepers were having difficulty getting to 

their hives for inspections, myself included.  If it had simply been day time temperatures below the 

seasonal average it would not have been too bad, but it was impossible to open hives in gale force 

wind and rain.  This meant that I was late in opening the hives to check for queen cells after re-

moving the original queens.  When I finally got to the apiary, the fun really began........ . 

 

If a bird in the hand is worth two in a bush, what are three virgin queens in the hand worth?   

 

Six virgin queens emerging in ’Cowslip’ on the same day.  Lucky I was there.  This was an excel-

lent example of what can happen if inspections are not timed correctly.  Bending down to collect 

the roof to place on ‘Buttercup’, standing up to see a nice new black queen walking across the 

crown board towards me.  Now where the **** did she come from?  One of the removed cells 

must have been resealed after she emerged and I had not spotted this when I cut the cell out.   

 

Lessons learnt? 

 

 When cutting out sealed queen cells check to ensure the cell has not been resealed after a 

queen has emerged.   

 

 If bad weather has delayed inspections for queen cells and queens may be ready to emerge, 

‘pull’ the queens from the swarm cells directly into the hive.  Providing there are no sealed 

queen cells left in the hive, you can have several virgin queens and they will not swarm. 

 

 Some things are beyond our control, and the weather can play havoc with a beekeeper’s 

schedule; the important thing is to have a plan in the first instance; then to have a backup 

plan! 

 

So did I collect any swarms near the apiary?  I successfully removed one 

swarm from the nearby apple tree on 4th June.  They were not my bees and 

may well have originated from one of the feral colonies known to exist in 

Byworth.  They were lovely dark, calm bees and I decided that this queen 

would be kept.  It would be good to introduce different genes into the api-

ary stock.  Some uniting would be required so I just needed to decide 

which of the other queens would be dispatched.  But as we know, beekeep-

ing does not always go to plan.  The swarm expanded rapidly and outgrew 

the polynuc, and had to be transferred to a brood chamber prior to me be-

ing ready to unite it.  I had a spare brood box but no floor, so hastily put 

something together as a short-term measure, as these bees would soon be 

united with one of my other colonies.  

 

Within two days of transferring the swarm from the polynuc to the full brood chamber I was hear-

ing that these nice calm bees were being aggressive and following Mary around the garden, result-

ing in a sting.  I couldn’t understand this apparent sudden change in temperament. 

 

In addition to this apparent alteration in temperament, ‘Cowslip’ now needed requeening.  There 

was no way now that I would be able to requeen my colony with the queen from the swarm.  

Bother!  I had to come up with another plan, and quick.  Ten minutes later and with the help of 

Tom and Gordon, I had a workable solution. 
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It was when Tom and Gordon were removing the swarm to their apiary that the reason for the bees 

change of character became apparent.  When I didn’t have a spare floor, I improvised with a queen 

excluder in place of a mesh floor.  It wasn’t until Tom approached with a hive strap to move the 

colony and began to be stung by unhappy bees that everything clicked into place.  A queen ex-

cluder is no substitute for a mesh floor as the slots are too big causing the bees to defend it as an 

entrance.  Obvious! 

 

Lessons learnt? 

 

 Stop, think and think again, look for the obvious.  What ever the bees are doing there will be 

a reason for their behaviour. 

 

 Make sure you have enough spare hardware.  If you are going to improvise with a piece of 

equipment, make sure it won’t cause the bees a problem. 

 

There were yet more queen antics when ‘Buttercup’ was found to have two new laying queens in 

residence.  As I was chasing the mystery queen across a frame in an attempt to cage her, she flew 

off.  It’s a lovely sight seeing a queen in flight!   

 

She was circling, so I moved away and watched, leaving the super open exactly as it was.  The 

queen landed on a leaf.  She took flight again.  I kept my eye on her and she landed on another 

leaf.  Then she was in the air again and I lost track of her.  The other queen was in the brood cham-

ber.  I put the hive back together and made a note to check carefully for a second queen above the 

excluder at the next inspection.  Eight days later and both queens were in the hive and laying 

 

The original ‘proper’ queen was tried and tested and laying well in the brood chamber.  This mys-

tery queen was an unknown quantity as unless she had gone through the excluder, out of the hive, 

mated, and returned back through the excluder, she would be a drone layer.  Into the queen cage 

she went.  The queen cage was quickly popped into Mary’s freezer, as I prefer this method of dis-

patching queens.  Not something you come across often.  Bees are full of surprises. 

 

I have to confess that there was a second swarm in the apple tree.  It proved to be from one of the 

nucs created as part of my swarm prevention.  Due to everything else going on in the apiary I had 

missed my seven day inspection and out they went.  The bees build up very quickly in the poly 

nucs and you need to be on your guard.  So not as good as 2014 when I practiced well controlled 

and timely swarm prevention, but not bad compared to some beekeepers I’ve heard about! 

 

So how many colonies have I over-wintered at the end of 2015?  The answer is four, the same 

number I started the year with.  So although I haven’t kept down to the three hives as desired by 

the gardener, I’ve kept within my own limit of four colonies; but not without some effort and a lot 

of ‘fun’ along the way! 

 

It will not be long now before the ‘beekeeping season’ begins, but as I said at the start, there is no 

beginning and end; colony activity is perpetual as far as the bees are concerned.  The bees are al-

ready hard at work, waiting for the warm spring weather; but are you ready for the busy time 

ahead? 

 

Get your apiary plan in place now.  And remember that bees don’t read books! 

 

 

Caroline 
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Dear Beekeeper 

 

We are writing to ask for your help in updating your records of the number of overwintering bee-

hives within your apiaries on BeeBase, the National Bee Unit’s database.  We would like you to 

record the total number of overwintering hives as of 1st November 2015. 

 

Please update your records by 12th February 2016.  

 

We are asking you to do this as part of a pilot study for an annual National Beehive Count we will 

launch from the winter of 2016 onwards.  The National Beehive Count is aimed at improving our 

understanding of our honey bee population – how many there are and how healthy they are.  This 

fits in with the aims of pollinator and bee health strategies across the UK. 

 

The information we gather will also be used by the EU Commission to assess the size of honeybee 

populations across the EU.  The EU provides financial aid to Member States in support of their 

beekeeping sectors.  We are required to submit estimates on the numbers of beekeepers and bee-

hives in the UK in order to continue to receive our share of funding from the EU Apiculture Pro-

gramme from 2020 onwards. 

 

More details of this project, its importance and why we need your help can be found on Beebase:  

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/index.cfm?pageid=362. 

 

The project is led by the National Bee Unit and supported by Defra, Welsh Government, 

Scottish Government, DARDNI, the British Beekeepers Association, the Welsh Beekeepers 

Association, the Scottish Beekeepers Association, International Bee Research Association, 

and the National Diploma in Beekeeping. 

 

Thank you very much in advance for your assistance. 

National Bee Unit 

January 2016 

 

Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) 

FERA 

Sand Hutton 

York  Y041 1LZ 

 

A member has advised us that Hanwells in Storrington wish to sell cut comb honey.  

 

If you are interested please contact them for further details. 

 

Address: 7-8 Old Mill Square, Storrington, RH20 4NQ 

Tel: 01903 744262 

 

 

http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJwlTttqBCEU-xp9FG876oMPhbJQKP2FxcuZGemog7qXz19LIYSEEJJgk9rzC0crAxMYskvHd92-pr8YoyROllO2UMY0E5xLRozkjBKjxEUjSd0BbfThRqrlr0tCJfdfvFtptNKRG-29Zy5wQz0Pq1E6ROeljLhDe0D7cRns2Wq8_fsbWxQ1-LD7GGdH4gPx60SHcG9AVmiORFgnb_Uxh2bkAbzrM
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the March edition no later than the 20th February.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

Annual Bee Market & Auction - 23rd April 2016 

 

This event will again take place at Chichester College's Brinsbury Campus in Pulborough.  See 

item below. 

 

Graham Elliott is the event organiser and he is looking for enthusiastic and willing volunteers to 

help on the day.  There are a variety of tasks, including helping in the auction ring and serving tea 

and coffee.  It’s a great atmosphere, with an amusing auctioneer, so why not offer your support! 

 

If you can spare some time (it doesn’t have to be the entire day) please contact Graham so that he 

can add your name to the list helpers.   

secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  

Tel: 01403 752493 or mobile 07761 349281  

Thank you. 

 

 

Annual Bee Market & Auction - 23rd April 2016 
 

The West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association is again organising a Bee 

Market and Auction for the benefit of its members and non members, 

with beekeepers attending, to buy and sell, from a very wide area.  

 

Auction details, Guidance Notes and the Entry Form are available to 

download from the WSBKA website - 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html.  

 

If you have surplus beekeeping equipment you wish to sell the Closing date for entries is 13th 

April, or when 300 lots have been registered. 

 

 

A reminder that the verification certificate for 2016 is now online and available to download from 

the BBKA Members Area of www.bbka.org.uk. . 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html
http://bbka.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b2f7bb7991a0c2554c620addc&id=793b5f8845&e=dbff027a54

